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SO MANY GAMES, 5 7
SO LITTLE TIME... : Publishers take note, if you

want to tempt us with your
compilations this coming
Christmas you've got your
work seriously cut out.

Xplosiv's Taito Legends
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fact - for a ndicule
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now be judged.
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as far as home conversi
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shell out a small fortune.
Of course, the mc

some sound eff
few of the later Saturn title
e remember themn)
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£ Wow. | was impressed with Taito
ano Legends 5 it fe Legends, but Xplosiv has really

rat, Puzzie of : ~ ’ SP cxegellod itself \.'\.l?ith this sequel.

Raimais, Rastan 2 4 . i : What you have here is some of the finest games

that you'll have ever played {and quite a few

that possibly passed you by completely). Forget

those measly efforts that offer you the same

old games and treat yourselfto Taito Legends 2,

you'll be sorted till Christmas.

Simon Phillips
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» Above: Don Doko Don was previously

available for the NES and PC Engine, now
everyone can play it
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o Whaether you know it as Puzzle Bobb ust-A-Move it remaing a classic puzzler




OPINION

Maybe, I'm tno set in my ways,
ends 2 didn't
me like the
I'don't

)mp:htlon is
ILsE for money. Tu'ne to play some

Fiaure fike s and find the ariginal Space Bubble Symphony...

wadkers 8 little dull, Space Invaders '5is

iz 0 g2t your juices flowing Damian Butt

Uanit e a Saturn or a PC Engine? Worry not as Liquid Kids is now availahle in a far more accessible form

characters, some beautifully animated sprites
and the sort of frenstic gunplay that wouldn't
lack out of place in a John Woo flick. Add in
the fact that the Saturn version normally sells
for around £60 and you've already achieved
fantastic value for money and there are stil
another 38 games! Those with an interest

in shoot-'erm-ups would do well to check out

the most annoying aspscts of Taito Legends 2

has decided to spread 43 games across two
difterent consolas.

Fop ‘N’ Pop, Rayforce and Bubble Symphony,

ALL COMPILATIONS ARE EQUAL
BUT 50ME ARE MORE EQUAL THAN OTHERS. ..
As we mentioned in last month's news, one of

has nothing to do with how well the garmes are
emulated, or whether it could have benefited from
more options. Ne, our biggast gripe is that Xplosiv

\While 35 of the available games can be found
on both versions, each console has four exclusive
titles. Xbox (and PC owners) are treated to Cadash,

whilst PlayStation 2 owners get to play G-Darius, Balloon Bormber, Ray Storm and Sywvalion.
This means that you'll have to buy both the PS2 and Xbox versions if you want the cormplete
set of games. Let’s hope we don't see repeats of this in the future.

the amazing Rayforce. While it locks slightly
rougher than the Saturn version we have in the
office (we sadly can't afford the arcade version)
there's no denying that the alHmportant
gameplay has remained intact. Other shooters
wiorthy of note include Darius Gaiden, Grid
Seeker, Metal Black and Space Invaders 95,

If you're mare of a platform fanatic then
you're really spoilt for choice. Don Doko Don
is a supert little title in the style of Bubble
Bobble, but switches bubble blowing for
hammer bashing, while Bubble Symphony
is a glorious update to Bubble Bobble that
features two extra dinosaurs, greatly enhanced
visuals and plenty of extra power-ups. Our
pick of the bunch though is the delightful
Liquid Kids {which was only previously
available on the PC Engine and Sega Saturn).
It's & great litle scroling platformer and will
instantly appeal to fans of Rainbow (slands
and the aforementioned Bubble Bobble. Other
highlightts of Taito Legends 2 include Qix,

Cameltry, Cleopatra Forfune, Puchi Caret (a
bizarre cross between Arkanoid and Fuzzle
Bobbile), Football Champ, Crazy Balloon and
KiKi Kaikai, but to be fair, there's more than
enough stuff here 1 appeal 1o even the most
fussy gamer.

And that's Taito Legends 2's greatest
strength. Even if you forget the frustrating lack
of optiens, the odd missing (er incorract) sound
effect and its Japanese-centric games, this is
stil one of the greatest compilations that we've
ever played. Good luck to anyone hoping to
top this little beauty, you're seriously going to
need it.

IN SUMMARY

YYes there are a few litile niggles, but to be
honest, they don't detract from what's easily
the best value for money compilation we've
aver seen. Pick up Tarto Legends 2 today, it's
aasily the best £13.99 you'll ever spend.

RATING 95%

Import and retro specialist for the last 13 vears
Probably the largest selection of games for all formats in the UK

Arcade machines & games available
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